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when " the vast wealth of Thames street" was
swept away in a single night, and the lead from
the roof of old St. Paul's fell in a molten shower
into the crypt and there consumed the entire
stock of the Stationers' Company, no *man had
either time or inclination to look for possible
causes ; hands, hearts, and minds were otherwise
engaged. At all events, the behaviour of the
King throughout that wTeek of terror was unex-
ceptionable, and the deep concern he expressed
for the safety of Westminster Abbey and the
treasures of the royal palace, revealed a side of
his nature hardly compatible with the common
view of him as given up solely to his own pleasures
and private concerns. Both he and his brother
James ce rode from one place to another, putting
themselves into great danger amongst the burning
and falling houses, to give advice and direction
what was to be done., and underwent as much
fatigue as the meanest, and had as little sleep or
rest.55 The London Gazette praised them in the
highest terms, and popular admiration and affec-
tion were further stimulated by the ballad-
mongers, who addressed the homeless crowds with
such lines as these :

From Sunday morn fill Thursday at night
It roar'd about the Town,